Congress of the United States
Washington, B.EC. 20515

May 7, 2015

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As negotiations over Iran’s nuclear program continue, we urge you to stay on course, building on
the recently announced political framework and continuing to work toward a strong and
verifiable agreement between the P5+1 countries and Iran that will prevent Iran from having a
nuclear weapon. We commend you and your negotiating team, as well as our coalition partners,

for the significant progress made thus far.

This issue is above politics. The stakes are too great, and the alternatives are too dire. We rmust
exhaust every avenue toward a verifiable, enforceable, diplomatic solution in order to prevent a
nuclear-armed Iran. If the United States were to abandon negotiations or cause their collapse,
not only would we fail to peacefuily prevent a nuclear-armed Iran, we would make that outcome
more likely. The multilateral sanctions regime that brought Iran to the table would likely
coliapse, and the Iranian regime would likely decide to accelerate its nuclear program,
unrestricted and unmonitored. Such developments could lead us to war.

War itself will not make us safe. A U.S. or Israeli military strike may set back Iranian nuclear
development by two or three years at best - a significantly shorter timespan than that covered by
a P5+1 negotiated agreement. We must pursue diplomatic means to their fullest and allow the
negotiations to run their course — especially now that the parties have announced a strong
framework — and continue working to craft a robust and verifiable Joint Comprehensive Pian of

Action by June 30.

We must allow our negotiating team the space and time necessary to build on the progress made
in the political framework and turn it into a long-term, verifiable agreement. If we do not
succeed, Congress will remain at-the-ready to act and present you with additional options to

ensure that Iran is prevented from acquiring a nuclear weapon

Thank you for your resolve in preventing a nuclear-armed Iran. We look forward to continuing
our shared work on this important matter.

Sincerely, N
o e M Q | V ~
Jan Schakowsky Lioyd Doggett s David E. Price

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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